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C:	Gloria	Clark	
Z:	Julia	Jordan-Zachery	
	
Z	–	Good	morning,	uhm,	first	thank	you	for	being	here	and	agreeing	to	be	
interviewed	on	your	experience	with	the	Freedom	Summer.	Can	you	introduce	
yourself	for	us	please?	
	
C	–	My	name	is	Gloria	Clark,	and	I	live	in	New	Bedford,	Massachusetts	and	I’ve	lived	
there	for	many	years.	
	
Z	–	Well	lets	start	right	in.	Uhm,	can	you	tell	us	how	you	first	got	involved	with	the	
Freedom	Summer?	
	
C	–	I	was	a	teacher	in	New	Bedford	area,	and	uh,	I	was,	one	of	the	things	that	got	a	lot	
of	us	involved	was	seeing	the	violence	on	TV	about	what	was	going	on	in	the	South	
and	what	was	defining	race	relations	in	the	South.	And	I,	uh,	didn’t	think	that	was	
the	kind	of	country	that	I	wanted	to	live	in	where	a	white	Mississippi	sheriff	could	
define	relations	like	that	for	me.	So	I	was	always	interested	in	the	Freedom	Rides,	I	
had	been	interested	in	a	number	of	things,	and	it	was	just	sort	of	building	up.	And	so	
when	the	call	came	out	that	they	wanted	teachers	to	go	down	to	Mississippi	to	teach	
in	Freedom	Schools,	I	like	raised	my	hand	yeah,	you	know	like,	“Oh	that’s	me,	I’m	a	
teacher.	Now	I	can	go.”	You	know,	so	I	felt	like	I	was	being	invited	and	encouraged	to	
go	down,	and	I	guess	I	don’t	think	I	would’ve	gone	unless	that	happened.	So	I	did	go,	
I	went	down	to	Mississippi,	uh,	with	the	United	Federation	of	Teachers	in	New	York	
and	they	let	one	Massachusetts	person	like	me	on	the	bus	and	we	drove	into	
Memphis,	Tennessee	where	we	received	training	there	on	how	to	set	up	Freedom	
Schools	and	what	kinds	of	things	we	would	be	teaching	in	Freedom	Schools	and	
what	they	were,	and	that	was	mostly	done	by	Staughton	Lynd	and	that	was,	uh,	July	
1st.	
	
Z	–	Ok.	Let’s	back	up	a	bit,	and	talk	about	you	said	you	felt	invited	and	encouraged	to	
participate.	What	do	you	think	made	you	feel	invited?	Was	it	simply	just	that	call	to	
say	we	needed	teachers	or	–		
	
C	–	Yes.	Basically	that’s	it.		
	
Z	–	That	was	it.		
	
C	–	Bob	Moses	or	somebody	like	Bob	Moses	got,	gets	on	televisions	saying	“We’re	
gonna	do	this	thing,	this	summer	and	we	need	teachers	to	help	us	do	it.”	And	I	said	
“Oh,	okay,	that’s	me.”	
	
Z	–	How	did	the	other	teachers	respond	in	the	school	that	you	were	teaching	at	
specifically,	even	in	your	district?	
	
C	–	Oh,	I	don’t	recall	anybody	else	responding	like	that	around	me.	
	
Z	–	Around	you?	
	
C	–	Yeah.	
	
Z	–	But	once	you	told	others	that	you	were	gonna	go,	what	kind	of	response	did	you	
receive?	
	
C	–	“Are	you	crazy?”	That	was	a	lot	of	response	I	received.	“What?”	
	
Z	–	And	how	did	you	respond	to	that?	
	
C	–	I,	I	don’t	recall	exactly.	But	I	just	said,	“No	this	is	something	I	want	to	do.”	So	I	
went.	
	
Z	–	You	went.	And	how	was	that	journey?	Cause	you	said	you	were	the	only	person	
from	Massachusetts	on	the	bus,	with	teachers	from	New	York.	So	can	you	tell	us	
about	actually	getting	to	New	York	before,	like	the	pre-journey?	What	was	that	like?	
What	were	you	experiencing	during	that	time?	
	
C	–	I	got	a	ride	to	the	bus	station.	And	I	went	to	the	bus	station.	And,	uh,	I	don’t	know	
if	they	had	my	name	or	what	but	they	were	giving	me	some	kind	of	lip	about	not	
getting	on	the	bus	cause	I	wasn’t	from	New	York	and	I	gave	them	lip	back	and	got	on	
the	bus.	That’s	all	I	can	tell	you	–		
	
Z	–	Really?	
	
C	–	Yes,	yes.	
	
Z	–	So	there	was	some	divide	even	though	you	were	all	teachers,	there	seemed	like	
there	was	–		
	
C	–	Well,	I	was	taking	a	seat	up.	So	at	least	they	gave	me	a	seat.	And	it	was	a	great,	
great	group	of	people,	you	know,	some	of	whom	I	stay	friends	with	for	years	
afterwards.	So,	uhm,	and	it	was	a	great	training	that	we	had.	And,	uh,	at	that	point	
we’re	talking	in	July	so	were	knew	the	three	boys	were	already	missing	–		
	
Z	–	Right,	I	was	going	to	ask	you	that	and	did	that	change	your	mind?	
	
C	–	We	already	knew	that	–		
	
Z	–	Ok	
	
C	–	And	they	said	that	“Any	of	you	that,	you	know,	these	boys	are	dead	okay.	If	any	of	
you	think	they’re	alive,	you	know,	you’re	whistling	Dixie.	So,	uh,	if	any	of	you	want	to	
change	your	mind,	you	can	just	come	and	see	us,	on	the	side	on	your	own,	and	we’ll	
let	you	go	back	home.”	I	don’t	know	if	anybody	did	that,	but	most	of	us	didn’t	I	know	
that.		
	
Z	–	How	did	you	work	through	the	fact	that	the	three	young	men	had	gone	missing,	
presumed	dead,	knew	what	happened.	What	did,	how	did	you	mentally	prepare	
yourself?	Saying	“	I	know	that	this	is	happened,	however,	-“	
	
C	–	You	have	to	be	really	careful.	
	
Z	–	That	was	it	–	
	
C	–	That’s	how	I	prepared	myself.	When	they	laid	down	the	rules,	you	don’t	do	this,	
you	don’t	do	that,	you	don’t	go	here,	you	don’t	travel	in	mixed	company,	you	don’t	
do	this,	I	said	“Okay,	I	get	it,	I	get	it.	It’s	a	dangerous	place,	and	you	can’t	be	flippant.	
Or	you’ll	get	killed.”	So	I	just	felt	you	just	had	to	be	very	careful,	and	I	was	always	
very	careful	actually.	
	
Z	–	So	you	took	precautions	in	addition	to	the	training	that	you	got,	you	received.	
	
C	–	Well	when	I	went	down	to	Holly	Springs,	which	is	where	I	was	stationed.	Our	
project	director	was	Ivanhoe	Donaldson,	and	he	was	a	bit	older	than	some	of	the	
others	and	he	had	a	lot	of	rules	and	discipline.	
	
Z	–	Tell	us	about	the	discipline,	because	I	think	a	lot	of	people	looking	back	at	the	
Freedom	Summer,	lose	sight	of	the	fact	that	there	was	training	and	that	there	was	
discipline.	So	tell	us	about	that.	
	
C	–	Yeah,	Ivanhoe	had	rules.	You	could	not	go	anywhere	mixed	racially	out	on	the	
street,	walking	downtown	or	anything,	and	you	couldn’t	get	in	the	car	mixed	
racially,	and	a	number	of	other	precautions.	And	if	you	followed	those	you	were	
pretty	good.	You	know,	you	would	get	arrested	some	times	anyway	no	matter	what	
you	did.	But	it’s	how	you	kind	of	handled	some	of	those	situations	that	mattered	
whether	you	got	beaten	up	or	not	sometimes,	or	sometimes	it	didn’t	matter.		
	
Z	–	It	didn’t	matter?	
	
C	–	No,	no.	
	
Z	–	Were	you	ever	placed	in	one	of	those	situations	where	you	had	to,	had	to	
confront	the	police?	
	
C	–	Oh	yeah.	We	confronted	them	all	the	time.	
	
Z	–	All	the	time?	
	
C	–	Yeah.	
	
Z	–	And,	uh,	were	you	ever	arrested	and	jailed?	
	
C	–	Sure.	
	
Z	–	Can	you	tell	us	about	an	experience?		
	
C	–	But	I	was	never	beaten	–		
	
Z	–	Okay.	
	
C	-	Because	they	had	hang-ups	about	white	women	and	as	soon	as	I	found	out	how	
hung	up	they	were,	about	white	women,	I	just	exploited	it.	And,	uh,	-		
	
Z	–	How	so?	
	
C	–	Well,	because	once	you	give	them	a	little	bit	of	sass	or	lip,	and	not	too	much,	that	
they	kinda,	uh,	like,	not	sure	what	to	do	with	you.	They	don’t	really	like	to	hit	a	white	
woman.	So	I	always	felt	like,	when	I	was	arrested	I	was	the	one	who	went	up	and	
talked	to	them.	Like	we	would	get	arrested	in	groups	sometimes,	and	I	would	just	go	
up	and	talk	our	way	out	of	it.		
	
Z	–	How	so?	Can	you	remember	an	example?	
	
C	–	Well,	uh,	there	was	one	example,	yes.	
	
Z	–	Okay.	
	
C	–	I	was	with	another	white	woman	actually	and	we	were	working	on	some	kind	of	
voter	registration	drive,	in	which	we	had	to	get	a	number	of	names	into	the	
courthouse	by	five	o’clock	that	afternoon.	And	they	knew	that	we	were	going	back	
and	forth	getting,	uhm,	people,	they	were	signing	something,	I	can’t	remember	what	
the	deal	was.	But	they	were	signing	pieces	of	paper	that	we	brought	in	for	them	so	
that	nothing	would	happen	to	them.	So	they	knew,	the	police	knew	we	were	doing	
that.	So,	uhm,	they	arrested	us	in	the	middle	of	the	afternoon	for	pulling	out	of	the	
parking	space	the	wrong	way.	It	was	one	of	those	parallel	parking,	diagonal	parking,	
pulling	out	the	wrong	way.	Okay,	this	is	how	they	always	did	it.	All	of	my	arrests	are	
traffic	violations.	So,	uhm,	so	they	arrested	us,	they	take	us	to	a,	uhm,	like	a	holding	
area	on	the	bottom	floor	of	the	police	station,	you	know,	it’s	well	lit	and	everything,	
it’s	not	the	dungeon	okay.	So,	so	we’re	in	there,	and	they	leave	us	in	there	alone	and	
so	the	two	of	us	start	talking,	“This	is	a	traffic	violation.	How	are	we	going	to	get	
around	this?	We	got	a	whole	bunch	more,	we	got	three	more	hours,	it’s	like	two	
o’clock.	We	got	three	more	hours,	gotta	a	bunch	more	signatures	we	gotta	go	collect	
and	bring	them	in,	how	are	we	going	to	do	this,	right?”	So	I	looked	at	my	friend	and	I	
said	“Hey,	this	traffic	violation	they	can	only	get	one	of	us	cause	only	one	person	was	
driving	right?”	So	I,	and	we	didn’t	feel	like	they	were	going	to	physically	hurt	
us…assessed	the	situation	that	we	could	maneuver.	So,	uhm,	I	said	“Would	you	be	
willing	to	stay	here	if	I	talked	my	way	outta	here,	take	your	car,	go	get	the	rest	of	the	
stuff.”	And	she	agreed.	Uhm,	so	I	went	up	to	the	police	and	I	just	basically	said	that,	I	
said	“Is	this	a	traffic	violation	yeah?”	I	said	“Well	I	wasn’t	driving	so	you’ve	got	
nothing	on	me	right?”	You	know	they	just	get	all	flustered,	okay.		
	
Z	–	Right,	right.	
	
C	-	So,	uhm,	eventually	I	got	out,	I	got	the	car	and	I	went	and	got	all	the	signatures,	
get	everything	in.	Went	back	and	at	the	end	of	the	day	and	just	picked	her	up	and	we	
left.	
	
Z	–	Ok,	so,	lots	of	–		
	
C	–	So,	I	could	get	away	with	stuff	like	that.	If	you	were	a	black	man,	or	even	a	white	
man,	you	could	not	have	pulled	that	off.	So,	uhm,	I	guess	I	found	that	I	could,	I	could	
do	some	things	that	other	people	couldn’t.	And	so,	my	project	director	would	send	
me	into	certain	situations	where	I	could	do	that	and	uhm,	it	kind	of	worked	out.	
Actually	the	reason	the	two	of	us	were	in	that	county,	this	was	a	county	that	did	not	
respond	to	Freedom	Summer,	this	is	after	Freedom	Summer,	in	the	fall,	because	they	
had	arrested	or	beaten	every	male	person	that	went	in	there,	whether	they	were	
white	males	or	black	males,	everybody	got	run	out	by	the	police.	So	Ivanhoe	says	
“I’m	gonna	send	you	two	white	girls	in	there.”	
	
Z	–	To	see	what	happened.	
	
C	–	And	it	worked.		
	
Z	–	And	it	worked?	
	
C	–	Yeah,	they	did	no	know	what	to	do	with	us.	
	
Z	–	Right,	gender	politics.	
	
C	–	Yeah,	it	was	great.	
	
Z	–	Gender	politics.	
	
C	–	Yeah,	yeah.	We	knew	how	to	play	it.	
	
Z	–	Right,	right.	
	
C	–	Back	in	the	day	we	were	playing	it.	
	
Z	–	You	knew	exactly	what	to	do.	
	
C	–	Well,	yeah.	
	
Z	–	Yeah.	So	tell	me	a	little	bit	about	your	role	as	a	teacher?	Because	you	said	you	
were	a	teacher	and	you	were	really	excited	about	the	call	for	teachers.	So	lets	talk	
about	little	bit	about	that.		
	
C	–	Well	I	was	teaching	first	grade,	so	I	always	worked	with	little	kids.	So,	uhm,	that	
was	great	because	then	they	could	set	up	a	Freedom	School	for	the	real,	you	know	
the	first	and	second	graders.	And	up	until	that	point,	a	lot	of	the	Freedom	Schools	
kind	of	focused	on	high	school	curriculum	teaching,	what	was	called	“negro	history,”	
then	and,	uhm,	for	older	kids,	but	because	some	of	us	came	in	who	were,	really	real	
teachers,	they	put	together	some	younger	students.	So,	uhm,	there	was	a	school	that	
it	was	operating	in	a	town	called,	uh,	in	an	area	called	Benton	County,	out	of	the	
Holly	Springs	project.	And,	uh,	a,	most	of	our	Freedom	Schools	were	held	in	
churches.	The	one	in	Holly	Springs	was	held	in	the	Freedom	House,	which	is	like	our	
office.	Everybody	had	a	Freedom	House	okay.	So	I	taught	in	a	church	and	I	was	
teaching	children	who	sat	on	pews	and	we’re	teaching	them	how	to	write	their	
names	and	how	to	read	and	write,	and	you	had	to	do	it	on	your	lap.	I,	I	show	pictures	
of	that	to	somebody	and	they	said	“That’s	a	Freedom	School?”		
	
Z	–	I	was	gonna	say,	describe	what	the	atmosphere	was	like	for	the	Freedom	School?	
For	the	children	that	were	around?	
	
C	–	Well	it	was,	it	was	in	July,	and	uh,	they	were	out	of	school,	right,	so	they	were	out	
of	their	regular	school.	So	their	parents	would	bring	them	to	the	church	and	hang		
around,	the	parents	would	stay	outside	and	sort	of	guard	the	church	in	case	anybody	
tried	to	bust	us	up.	So	the	parents	were	very	involved.	So	it	was	a	whole	family	
thing.	So	the	parents	brought	the	kids,	we	taught	the	kids,	we	set	up	baseball	
leagues.	You	know,	we	set	up	a	parallel	school	in	which	we	value	the	children,	what	
they	could	learn,	and	as	some	people	said	just	the	fact	that	there	was	a	white	teacher	
there	saying	it	mattered	that	you	learn	this	and	that	it	gave	them,	it	was	just	nothing	
they’d	experienced.	All	their	teachers	were	black	at	that	point	and	schools	had	been	
segregated	and,	uh,	their	textbooks	were	old	and	you	know	they	got	all	the	hand	me	
down	stuff.	That’s	what	the	whole	separate	but	unequal	meant.	So	we	did	that	we	
created	a	whole	community	around	this	school	based	system.	And	so	we	would	then	
go	to	lunch	at	somebody’s	house	afterwards.	They’d	bring	us	food	or	we’d	go	to	their	
houses.	And	then	in	the	afternoon	we	would	ride	around	the	county,	knocking	on	
doors,	getting	people	registered	for	the	Freedom	Democratic	Party	and	then	at	night	
all	those	parents	would	come	back	at	night	for	what	we	called	“Mass	Meetings”	and	
these	were	the	meetings	with	a	lot	of	singing	and	politic	talk,	and	you	know,	
encouraging	people	to	get	involved	and	be	active	and	join	the,	and	well,	join	the	
Freedom	Democratic	Party	and	register	to	vote.	And	so	that	was	what	a	day	was	like	
for	me.	
	
Z	–	Let’s	talk	about	this	sense	of	community,	that	it	was	important	to	create	a	sense	
of	community	while	teaching	the	students.	Was	that	different	from	what	you	had	
experienced	teaching	in	Massachusetts?	Or	what	was	the	value	in	your	eyes	of	not	
just	simply	teaching	but	creating	community?	
	
C	-	Well	because	you	had,	you	were	in	a	movement,	you	were	in	a	very	special	thing	
and	everybody	had	to	support	each	other,	you	know,	so	everybody	had	to	be	in	this	
together	or	it	was	dangerous.	So	I	think	there	was	an	element	of	danger	around	us.	
Yes	I	wanted	parents	to	stand	outside	and	guard	the	church,	so	the	Klan	didn’t	come	
up	and	shoot	us	all	in	the	church.	So,	you	need	a	community	for	that,	right,	yeah.	
	
Z	-	So	tell	me	how	long	did	you	stay	in	Mississippi?	
	
=C	-	I	was	there	for	6	months.		
	
Z	–	You	were	there	for	6	months.	
	
C	–	Yeah.	I	didn’t	go	back	till	January.	Well	I	went	back	for	a	little	while	but	I	came	
back.	And	so,	I	was	there	mostly	for	6	months.	
	
Z	–	And	what	it	like	once	you	came	back	to	the	North	and	you	left	that?	What	was	
that	like	for	you	coming	back	into	mainstream	or	your	community?	
	
C	–	Back	into	a	white	community?	Post-traumatic	stress	syndrome.	We	didn’t	know,	
we	didn’t	know	we	what	that	was	at	the	time	but	a	bunch	of	us	apparently	had	
experienced	it.	I	was	totally	afraid	of	white	people	and,	uhm,	did	not	want	to	go	in	
rooms	where	there	were	a	large	number	of	white	people.	And	would	not	go	out	for	3	
months.		
	
Z	–	Oh	really?	
	
C	–	Yeah	and	it	wasn't	until	some	folks	from	the	black	community	where	I	live	in	
New	Bedford,	starting	reaching	out	to	me	to	come	and	talk,	that	I,	I	started	going	out	
again	and	I	started	talking.	And	I	just	felt	much	more	comfortable	going	into	the	
black	community.	I	did	not	come	back	to	some	kind	of	hero’s	welcome	and	people	
should	realize	that	you	know.	It	was	controversial	what	I	did,	some	people	were,	did	
not	like	it,	other	people	thought	yeah	I	was	totally	weird	for	doing	it.	So	I	was	again	
warmly	received	by	the	black	community	in	New	Bedford,	just	like	I	was	warmly	
received	in	Mississippi.	I	was	not	by	my	whites	except	for	a	few	radical	left-wing	
Unitarian	ministers	and	labor	leaders,	you	know,	that	was	it.	So,	I	started	working	
with	uh,	the	NAACP	in	New	Bedford,	Mass	and,	uhm,	they	were	active	in	housing	
issues,	education	issues,	cause	it	was	still	the	‘60s,	you	know	it	was	’65.	And	I	started	
having,	uh,	rap	sessions	with	teenagers,	uh,	who	were,	who	were	children	of	the	
NAACP	members.	So	we	would	start	a	meeting	every	Friday	night	in	New	Bedford	
just	to	talk	about	race	basically,	and,	uhm,	what	it	meant	what	happened	in	the	
South,	and	what	in	fact	was	happening	right	around	them.	So	what	is	happening	up	
here,	you	know,	this	is	what	was	happening	in	the	South,	and	they	liked	to	hear	my	
stories	about	the	South	and	about	the	children	I	worked	with	in	the	south	and	I	did	
work	with	a	lot	of	teenagers	too	later.	And	then	we	started	talking	about	“ok	how	
about	you?	What’s	going	on	with	you?	What	are	your	experiences	as	a	black	person	
in	New	Bedford,	you	know	or	Cape	Verdean	person	in	New	Bedford?	And	what	does	
Cape	Verdean	mean?	Is	Cape	Verdean	black?	Tell	me,	I	don’t	know.”	So	like,	all	this	
self-identification	for	young	people	who	in	New	Bedford,	who	were	struggling	with	
wanting	to	get	in	the	action.	And	so	there	I	was.	
	
Z	–	So	you	transferred	the	knowledge	you	got	from	being	in	Mississippi	and	brought	
it	back	here	to	help	this	population	or	the	population	–	
	
C	–	I	did.	We	even	had	voter	registration	drives	in	New	Bedford	in	the	black	
community.	All,	we	did	all	kinds	of	things,	all	kinds	of	events	that	we	did	together.		
	
Z	–	So,	just	possibly	one	last	question	from	me	and	then	I’ll	let	you	say	what	is	on	
your	mind	that	you	really	want	to	tell.	Uhm,	what	are	some	of	the	lessons	of	the	
Freedom	Summer	that	you	would	like	to	pass	on	to,	to	today’s	young	people?	
	
C	–	It	did	not	take	a	lot	of	people	to	move	the	mountain,	you	know.	You	do	not	need	
large	numbers.	But	you	do	need	dedicated	people	and	you	do	need	what	I’m	calling	
“boots	on	the	ground.”	Yeah	I’ll	give	you	an	example:	what,	what,	what	happened	in	
Egypt,	right,	everybody	has	cell	phone,	you	can	get	a	flash	mob	anywhere,	you	can	
get	thousands	of	people	on	the	street	anywhere,	but	what	did	you	in	Egypt?	Yeah	
you	got	all	those	people	on	the	street,	but	the	only	ones	that	benefited	was	another	
dictator,	who	had	an	organization,	boots	on	the	ground,	and	they	moved	right	into	
the	vacuum.	So,	all	you	did	was	switch	one	dictator	for	another	and	people	got	
manipulated.	I	think	the	challenge	for	young	people	today	is	how	to	figure	out	to	use	
that	social	media,	because	it’s	a	great	tool.	I’d	love	to	have	that.	You	know,	we	didn’t	
have	anything	like	that.	I	mean,	we	were	cranking	out	on	mimeograph	machines,	
okay,	and	ditto	copies	and	stuff	and	nobody	had	a	cell	phone.	So,	you	have	a	lot	of	
technological	advances	that	can	help	you	to	organize,	but	you’ve	got	to	have	boots	
on	the	ground.	
	
Z	–	So	if	there’s	one	part	of	your	story	that	you	wish	people	could	really	hear,	might	
you	share	that	with	us?	
	
C	–	Like	what,	I	don’t	–	
	
Z	–	I	don’t	know.	Anything	that	resonates	with	you	from	your	experience.	Either	as	
you	were	on	the	ground	in	Mississippi?	After	you	left?	Anything	as	we,	you	know,	as	
we’re	experiencing	what’s	happening	in	Ferguson,	Missouri,	etc.?	Does	it	resonate	
with	you	differently	than	it	might	resonate	with	somebody	who	didn’t	participate	in	
the	Freedom	Summer?	
	
C	–	Apparently,	everything	resonates	differently	with	me.	So,	that’s	just	what	it	does	
to	you.	Uh,	uhm,	Bruce	Watson	was	in	here	and	I	said		“Oh	yeah,	you	put	me	in	your	
book	didn’t	you?”	And	he	said	yeah	because	there’s	a	quote	from	me	I	found	in	his	
book	and	in	the	preface	or	at	the	beginning,	“Mississippi	changed	everything	for	
everybody	who	was	there.”	And	that’s	what	it	did.	It	completely	reversed	anything.	
It	completely	changed	your	life.	I	became	active	in	everything	after	that.	I	was	an	
anti-war	activist,	I	sent	guys,	literally	brought	them	practically	to	Canada	to	get	out	
of	the	draft.	Uhm,	I	had	to	hide	out	from	the	FBI.	It,	uhm,	I	was	in	the	women’s	
liberation	movement.	It	was	one	kind	of	movement	after	the	other,	that	all	made	a	
whole	lot	of	sense	to	me.	And	my	training	in	Mississippi	was	extremely	valuable	I	
think	to	move	on	to	other	social	movements	of	the	1960s.	And	just	stayed	active	
throughout	my	whole	life.	
	
Z	–	What	are	you	passionate	about	today?	
	
C	–	“Passionate	about	today?”	Uh,	I’d	like	to	go	to	Florida	and	swim	in	my	pool,	that’s	
kinda	what	I’d	like	to	do,	yeah.	
	
Z	–	Time	for	a	little	break?	Time	for	a	rest?	
	
C	–	Well,	I’m	involved,	I’m	touch	with	all	the	young	activists	in	New	Bedford.	I	stay	in	
touch	with	a	lot	of	young	people	because	they’re	to	me	the	descendants.	They’re	
fighting	the	battles	on	the	street	for	immigration	reform,	you	know,	for	uhm,	we’ve	
got	another	one	called	Bus	Riders	United,	extending	the	times	when	the	buses	run	
so	the	immigrants	don’t	get	beat	up	on	the	way	home	from	work.	And	uhm,	so,	there	
are	a	lot	of	those	kinds	of	issues	and	I	stay	in	touch	with	people	who	are	working	on	
local	issues	and,	uhm,	I	guess	at	this	point	I	am	the	“wise	owl.”	
	
Z	–	That’s	transferring	knowledge.	
	
C	–	Yes,	we	got	to	encour	-,	anyone’s	willing	to	get	out	there	and	take	a	stand,	I	
eventually	meet	them.	
